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The Lost Coast Tour 
15-17 April 2016 

by Andrea Harris 

 

I have been looking forward to our trip to the Lost Coast for weeks now and it’s finally here. 600 

miles or more in three days is a bit ambitious but DNA Jeep is up for another challenge. Packing 

starts late after dinner Thursday night about 7pm, shouldn’t take long, just throw in a tent, some 

sleeping bags, dog food and people food, tie it down and go. Not so fast. Doug hops in the jeep 

to move it out of the garage so we can access the camping gear. Click, click, click (I really do not 

remember the sound, I just remember the jeep not starting) Oh $%*&! Is the battery dead? Doug 

takes the battery to the local parts store where testing concludes the battery is fine. Hmm...now 

what? After some discussion with the staff, a new solenoid is purchased. Doug returns home 

about 8:30pm, installs the similar looking item and tada, it starts! I guess we are going after all. 

 

Friday morning came very early after a late night of packing but we were on time and at 0800 

Doug and I meet up with George and Taylor at the Williams McDonalds. After a quick bite, we 

head north where Rich, Tina, Tessa and Macy joined us at the HWY 20 turn off. We headed west 

on HWY 20 for about 80 miles, past the beautiful views of Clearlake and Lucerne until we reached 

HWY 101. Turning north, our first stop is the Chandelier drive through tree in Leggett CA.  

Standing 315’ with a diameter of 21’, it is an impressive site. Thank you George for paying our $5 

entrance fee. The “Drive-Thru Tree Park is a privately- 

owned grove that has been operated by the Under-

wood Family since 1922. Located approximately 180 

miles north of the San Francisco Bay Area, the park 

was an ideal stopping place for overnight or week-

long stays. In 1937 the Chandelier Drive-Thru Tree 

was added to provide a unique treat for travelers.” 

There is great information about the park at  http://

www.drivethrutree.com. We decided to have lunch 

here in this beautiful area complete with fields of  

wild flowers and picnic tables. 



The Lost Coast Tour continued… 

Our next stop is Confusion Hill which was just a few miles up the road on 101. 

“Campbell Bros. Confusion Hill in the beautiful Northern California Redwoods is a Northern Cali-

fornia tourist attraction that has been the Home of Mystery, Fun, and Family Entertainment since 

1949. As of January, 2010, Confusion Hill is now listed as a California State Point of Historical In-

terest. There is the World Famous Gravity House, the Redwood Shoe house, the Ripley's Believe It 

or Not "World’s Tallest Free Standing Redwood Chainsaw Carving" and the unique miniature 

Mountain Train Ride to enjoy.” If you wish to visit, find more information at 

http://www.confusionhill.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  You can enter the magical world of Confusion  

  Hill for $5, thanks Tina.  



The Lost Coast Tour continued… 

We travelled north another 80 miles and turned off and headed west on 211 to Ferndale. 

This was a really neat town with plenty of history. It is known for it’s dozens of well-preserved 

Victorian homes and storefronts. We briefly stopped for ice and I purchased a berry pie at 

the Ferndale Pie Company which was later shared during lunch on Saturday. Ferndale is the jump-

ing off point for our adventure along California’s Lost Coast as it is considered the gateway to the 

Lost Coast. A drive down the center of town takes us to Mattole Road. It begins. For several hours 

which seemed like an eternity but maybe 3-4 hours we travelled Mattole road which is a windy, 

hilly, bumpy, pothole filled rough ride that I did not 

enjoy, but the distraction of beautiful ocean views and 

the occasional cows provided visual distractions. We 

drove out to the cliffs to look for a campsite, but it was 

exceptionally windy with no cover. We headed back up 

the road and stayed in a pretty area with wind cover 

from many trees. Our campsite was very nice, com-

plete with fire and roasted marshmallows. 

After the beach we crossed over onto King Range 

Road where we passed several small towns including 

Honeydew. We stopped for lunch about 1pm on top of the ridge with a great view of the ocean. 

The next day we packed up and headed 

back out and visited Mattole Beach where 

there was kite flying and running in the 

surf.  George’s kite looks like a mini plane. 



The Lost Coast Tour continued… 

 After lunch, we continued making our way to Shelter Cove, 

arriving about 4pm. After checking in and receiving our 

campsites, we drove down the boat ramp to take a look 

around, then went back to find our campsites and set up. 

 

 

Shelter Cove is located at Point Delgada and there is plenty to see here including the Cape Men-

docino Lighthouse which was relocated here in 1998, 35 miles south from its original location. 

There are no set open hours, but you can go inside the lighthouse when there are docents availa-

ble. Shelter Cove and RV Campground provided some 

nice campsites for the night. For $30 there are bathrooms 

with hot showers, picnic tables and fire pits. The evening 

was nice with another great fire and more marshmallows, 

yum x2! Sunday morning, we packed up and decided to 

take a walk to the lighthouse and down the beach to the 

point. It was low tide so there were plenty of tide pools 

and sea creatures to view, touch and take pictures. I’m so 

glad we did, we spent the next several hours there look-

ing in tide pools and watching, dozens of seals and some 

sea lions sunning on the point. 

Who says 
we’re crabby? 



The Lost Coast Tour continued… 

After spending an hour or two on the beach, we walked over to the Shelter Cove Deli which is in-

side the small store at the campground for some delicious fish and chips. I felt as if we did not 

want to leave this wonderful place. We finally pulled out at about 2pm onto Shelter Cove Road 

that leads directly to 101. We stopped for gas once, and 

Doug and I arrived home about 7:45pm. This was a won-

derful trip and I want to thank George for leading us 

through the Lost Coast. I have thoroughly enjoyed both 

of the trips DNA Jeep has been able to participate in that 

he has led.  I vote George for Trail Master!! (again) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cape Mendocino 
Lighthouse 



 
 
 
 
It’s Election time… 
An election is a formal decision-making process by which a population chooses an individu-
al to hold public office. Elections have been the usual mechanism by which modern repre-
sentative democracy has operated since the 17th century. From…Wikipedia 
 
Elections for club officers will be held this Thursday at Casa de Kath. 
Following are a list of club officer positions and a brief description of the major duties associated 

with each position. 

President – Presiding over club meetings. You are responsible for agenda setting and for prepar-

ing the vice-president to preside in your absence. Oversight of club committees. 

Past President-? Bring your prior expertise to guide a new president (bummer it’s already taken) 

Vice President - preside over club meetings in the absence of the president. As vice-president, 

you are the right hand of the president. You can and should assist the president and other officers 

with their duties. 

Secretary-recording of Minutes of all club meetings, publishing minutes to membership 

Treasurer-the office of club treasurer is in control of the club’s money, its collection, and dis-

bursement. Collect member dues. Forward dues, the invoice, and your club’s Membership Roster 

to the CAL4Wheel. Prepare the club’s budget, present it to the board for approval, and ensure that 

club activities adhere to the budget. 

Trail Master- Schedule club runs, mentor & work with club members to rotate leaders of club 

runs.  

State Delegate-attend meetings as the STH representative at quarterly CAL4Wheel meetings and 

annual convention, report meeting information back to club 

Membership- work with guests or interested parties that inquire about STH membership. Be ok 

with an email link on our website. Here’s what it says on our webpage. In order to join the Sierra 

Treasure Hunters 4WD Club, guests must attend three (3) club meetings and three (3) club trips 

with at least one (1) being an overnight/camp trip. Applications may be submitted by prospective 

members after the above criteria have been met. Contact the  STH Membership Director, if you 

would like more information about joining or if you would like to participate as a guest in a STH 

club activity. 

Ways & Means- aka party person. schedules time and place for monthly meetings, chairperson 

for awards committee & xmas party 

Webmaster – “it’s up and running” be prepared to provide the report at monthly meetings re-

garding the STH website. (and of course all the behind the scene work that is needed) 

Editor – Produce a monthly newsletter to members providing important dates, upcoming events, 

meeting schedule, articles relevant to STH. 

There are many positions and many club members have held several over the years. We all work 

together as a team to help other officers be successful, so do not be afraid of volunteering 

if this could be your first time. 

A Word From the Editor 
 by Andrea Harris 



May 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
Chris C. 

Birthday  

 

5 
 Club Meeting 

Kath’s Place 
7:00/7:30 

6 7 
Bryant 

Anniversary 

8 
Macy & 

Tessa  

Birthday’s 

9 
Childress 

Anniversary 

10 
Carl’s 

Birthday 

11 
Currie 

Anniversary 

12 13 
 

14 
Installation 

Picnic 

15 16 17 
 

18 19 20 
 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

29 30 
Memorial 

Day 

31 
 

    

Next Club Meeting is on Cinco de Mayo at Kath’s house 

7:00 dinner & 7:30 meeting 

14th Installation Picnic  


