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MEMBERSHIP MEETING      

When: NO MEETING FOR APRIL 

Where:   

 

BOARD MEETING 

When: April 28th  

Where: TBD     

    

    
    

Hemet Jeep Club InformationHemet Jeep Club InformationHemet Jeep Club InformationHemet Jeep Club Information    

www.hemetjeepclub.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/groups/hemetjeepclub/ 

Hemet Jeep Club Address: 
PO Box 841   Hemet, CA  92546 

 
 
 

 

 

JJeeeeppiinn’’  SSiinnccee  ‘‘4488  



 2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

0000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000     
 

 

 

 

 

 
President’s Message 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had an article all written up and ready to publish, then Cari DeVore called me and told me that Dave Darling passed away in 
his sleep. 
 
Dave was a great man with a past and stories that would rival most anyone.  I met Dave by sheer chance at HDR a few ye ars 
ago when he was prospecting for HJC.   Dave, Kris and I hit it off and from that point on, Dave was always willing to lend a 
helping hand or give advise when needed and sometimes when it wasn’t.  I  got to see more of Dave and Kris as time 
progressed and was the man who voted them in to the club finally. 
 
The hardest part about being in a close nit club like ours is that sometimes,  un-expectedly, members will pass away  and the 
hardest part for me, is that I consider all of you family, an extension of my personal  family.  Most of you have cared not only  
for my children but other members kids while out on a camping trip, all of you have come to my personal aid when I broke my 
back and I know if any of you needed anything, I would be there in a heartbeat.  We all look out for each other, that’s what  
family does. 
 
That’s what I really love about this club, the family atmosphere and the selflessness to help each other.  Dave was a big part of 
that and I’m personally going to really miss him.  His wife, fellow Jeep Club Member Kris, I’m sure, could use some word s of 
love and support and I would implore you to reach out to her.   
 
This whole Covid-19 has all of us on lockdown and has got our minds racing about potential impending doom – In a crazy time 
like now, I beg you to reach out to your fellow Jeep Club friends and say hi!  Check in to see how the older members are doing 
and see if they could use a helping hand. 
 
We’re all in this together, not only as a club but as a civilization   Reach out and hug your loved ones that you’re currently 
locked up with and make some calls to ones that you haven’t spoke to in a while – You just never know. 
 
I always close my article with “Till the next campfire”  I never really gave it more thought than a simple way of knowing I 
would get out there soon enough and make that happen – Ironically, it has never meant so much to me a s it does now.  This 
whole pandemic has put what I was able to do so freely and put that in jeopardy till who knows when.  Moab, Calico, Sedona 
all cancelled. 
 
  What I wouldn’t give to be  sitting around a campfire with my family telling lies and making fun of each other. 
 
 
 Till the next campfire…. (Hopefully its HDR – Cross your fingers) 

 
 

I encourage you to check out the www.hemetjeepclub.com web site 
 

 

2020 Board Members 

Josh Epstein, President  
Dan Wilson, Vice President  

Mark DeVore    Mike Ledbetter   Matt DeVore 
          Carol Ledbetter, Secretary Cari DeVore, Treasurer      
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TO ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS: 
Due to Covid -19 concerns, there will not be a general membership  

meeting for the month of April.   

 
HJC 70th Anniversary – Some may argue the ‘69th’ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jeep Junk Editor…Josh Epstein 
(February Deadline ~ April 30, 2020) 

info@jepautoworks.com 
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Upcoming Events from Trip Chairman Matt DeVore 
 
If you are interested in leading a run or have an idea for a destination, please don't 
hesitate to contact any board member to get it  on the calendar--all runs are welcome.  
You can contact me  @ (951) 378-7597 or Email me: cmdevore2@gmail.com 
 

HJC Coming Attractions!! 
 
 
 
May 
22-25  Hi-Desert Round UP!  Contact Josh E. 
 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Ledbetter may or may not be stuck in this picture taken from the exploration of the formal Naval base near  

  Saton Sea, California.  There may or may not of been other vehicles stuck in the same sand that day 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER 
I’ll be collecting both club dues and C4W dues  this year starting at the Installation Dinner.  With the 
proposed issues last year, the BOD have decided, that to make it easier on some, we will facilitate the 
money for C4W for members as they wish.  If you prefer to handle the C4W dues on your own, you can still 
do that.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
- Cari 

 
 

RIP Dave Darling, You’ll be missed… 
 

Hello fellow jeep club members, as you may be aware we 
lost a great man and a great friend this past week. Dave 

Darling passed on this last Sunday night  in his sleep. We 
have had the pleasure of knowing Dave for the past six 
years. Living r ight next door to Chris and Dave we have 
become more than just ne ighbors, perhaps even extended 

family. Dave has been a great friend, a mentor and even the 
caregiver of our pets when we were out  camping or away 
for an extended time. Dave has always been there to lend a 

tool or advice when I needed another opinion. His love for 
animals, adventure and being a part of the Hemet Jeep club 
has been his most recent joys in life. Dave retired last year 
working over 20 years for the State of California Corrections 

as a Maintenance Technician. Dave has done many jobs in 
his life. From mechanical, plumbing, welding and many 
more. Dave was proud of his service in the U.S. Navy. His 

love for motorcycles has a lso been a big part of his life. 
Owning many motorcycles throughout his life, mostly Harley 
Davidson’s and even a Triumph or a trumpet as he called 
them, and for many years his main source of transportation. 

When Cari and I moved in next door we had a Triumph 
Bonneville America. Dave and Chris had a Harley Ultra Glide. Before long we were going on r ides 
together. My parents being in the Hemet Jeep Club gave us the example of how much fun we could 
have with jeeping and before long we had a jeep. Dave was also looking for a jeep and I'll never forget 

the day that Dave took his car in for an oil change and came home with a brand new jeep. His face all 
lit up like a kid on christmas morning. Dave has had so much fun building his jeep over the past several 
years. Seemingly every week Dave had some new accessory or body panel or light hung on the jeep. 

Exhaust, suspension, bigger tires, we all know this kind of addict ion. Dave was a big part of our life 
and the lives of our neighbors. Dave enjoyed watching Kiley play in our front yard with Kona, their 
gentle giant pitbull, or watching Kiley playing catch with Cari and I practicing for a softball game. Or 
just hanging out with a cold Diet Pepsi or Bud Lite keeping track of what was going on with our 

neighbors. Dave truly loved being a part of the Hemet Jeep Club and he has become a big part of my 
life with many experiences that we've had together from camping at Twin Lakes in Mammoth 
Mountain, to motorcycle trips and of course the jeeping.  As I write this with my  eyes swelling I can 
say that my family has lost a great friend that I will never forget and he will truly be missed.  

 
Matthew Devore 
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HIHIHIHI----DESERT ROUND UPDESERT ROUND UPDESERT ROUND UPDESERT ROUND UP    2020!2020!2020!2020!    
With this whole Covid19 thing going on, its really 
putting a dampener on our Jeeping life.  Everything is 
getting shut down and events are getting canceled or 
postponed. 

CAL 4 Wheel, Tony Peligrino and myself have been put 
in a corner on what to do and after some lengthily 
conversations with Tony and other BOD members of 
C4W, we have decided to keep running full steam ahead 
for HDR 2020! 

If we cancel  because of this Covid stuff, it ’ll be at the 
very last minute.  We all think that by HDR, all  of this 
will have 
blown over 

enough for use to have a great event. 

We are still taking pre-registrations at cal4wheel.com and you 
can register the day of, on site – WE WILL NOT BE CHARGING 
MORE FOR ON SITE REGISTRATION.  If you’re thinking like I 
am, this maybe the first real event/run of the post Covid crap. 

I implore you to strongly consider to come out this year and 
have a great time with the rest of the group and lets have a 
great weekend, together!  If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me 

- Josh 
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SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020    
Next to HDR, Split rock has and will always be 
my favorite run.  Mike ledbetter, year after 
year puts on one great event and even though 
it’s relatively the same run year after year, we 
ALWAYS have a great time.  However, this 
year, Mr. Ledbetter was feeling a bit under the 
weather and had sent an email out last minute 
about how he would be unable to lead the run 
since he was being admitted to the hospital 
(excuses…)  So, I had planned on not attending 
this year due to the fact I had not finished all  

the work on my JK and the Grand Cherokee hasn’t really been “looked” at in a long time – But when Mike 
sent the email, I decided that I needed to go  and potentially lead the run. 

I reluctantly took the Grand Cherokee of death and left  early Saturday morning with Matt, Cari and Kiley to 
make a long day trip out to Blair Valley campground to, once again, to lose more parts of the grand 
Cherokee along the trail. 

The trip out there was mostly un-eventful until I made 
a left  turn off SR79 onto S2 through the dirt field, 
which I have done numerous times before, when I 
heard a not so normal noise coming from the front end 
of the abused Dana 30 axle.  The better half and I both 
looked at each other with that look of, well, nervous 
laughter.  We arrived at the campground to find only 
two campers, Mike and Lisa and Tom Wilson and Mike 
Record sharing a motorhome (Don’t  judge).  First thing 
I noticed was that both of their Jeeps were COVERED in mud.  Apparently it rained pretty good and they 
found themselves in a creek bed and found copious amounts of mud.  We talked about the impending doom 
of the world and the Corona Virus and waiting for the rest of the group to arrive. 

We finally made our way over to the trail head where it was decided that I can be the person to blame if the 
run turned to crap or if we got lost, so I headed off and led the run, ominous as  it was, without the staple of 
reassurance, Mike Ledbetter.  We took it slow and headed up Pinion mountain trail to see what the day had 
planned for us. 

The weather couldn’t have been better and 
we eventually arrived at the “Squeeze” - 
Where I was the first and helped guide the 
rest of the group through.  I’m no Mike 
Ledbetter, whom has a way of whispering 
to the squeeze(and the entire run) and gets 
everyone through unscathed.  I did get 
everyone through, even a couple of 
prospects and we continued on down the 
trail where we met up with the window 
masher.  I will say this, not every year does 
it get someone, but when it does, its usually  
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                      SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020    ––––    CONTINUED..CONTINUED..CONTINUED..CONTINUED.. 

spectacular and this year was 
great.  I don’t like to be the guy 
that gets enjoyment  from 
others misfortunes, but when 
my good friend, Brian Fusilier 
Jr whom I have known for 
many years and could write a 
book of the shenanigans we 
have gotten into, showed up in 

a Jeep YJ and decided to head at the window masher, maybe a l ittle faster 
than he should have, the masher lived up to its name.  Brian took it well, the 
window missing and ridicule he received and we continued up the trail after 
helping the stock Jeep TJ driven by one of our prospects, who, did a very 
great job!  

Heart Attack Hill was still there in all  its glory – 
in case you were curious.  Being the first guy 
there when its usually Ledbetter, is, well, 
weird.  The ‘Hill” was washed out pretty good 
from the previous rain and Let  me add this; I 
have been in some very precarious positions 
with Jeeps over the years.  I have been to Moab 
and have been on some really stupid, death 
defying trails.  I have gotten used to doing 
dumb things and gotten numb to things that 
used to bug me – I contribute that to life 
experiences  while Jeeping – stuff that used to 
bug me about being off camber, steep hills, etc, 
doesn’t bother me as much as it used to.  I still 
don’t like Heart Attack Hill.  I’m not scared of it, 
but I just have the s ame feeling every time I’m 
faced with it.  I find it humbling but even more 
so, when you’re the first guy down it.  The 
grand Cherokee battled and won Heart Attack 
Hill once again and I got everyone down un-
scathed.  Your Jeeper of the year, Mark Roedel  

decided he wanted all  the glory and went back up HAH – Kudos Mark. 

It was about this time that I was hearing 
more and more noise coming from the 
front end that wasn’t normal and I was 
starting to get genuinely concerned 
knowing that I was pretty far away 
from any asphalt  and not knowing for 
sure what was going on inside the 
differential .  We eventually stopped 
near the actual Split rock and attempted 
to remove the front drive axle from the  
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SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020SPLIT ROCK 2020    ––––    CONTINUED..CONTINUED..CONTINUED..CONTINUED.. 

housing thinking that if I can get the front end 
to completely disengage, like a hub, then I can 
manage everything else with 2wd.  After an 
hour and about 5 broken ratchets, we were un 
successful in getting the main hub nut off the 
drive axle and I decided to head forward to 
Diablo Drop off and roll the dice.  On our way 
to Diablo Drop off we started to encounter 
many vehicles traveling up and down the main 
riverbed and again, this noise was 
progressively getting worse – like I have been 
working on differentials for a LOT of years and 

this was very unique.  We got to the mouth of Diablo and noticed that the previous rainfall had eroded the 
hill side away pretty bad, like 6+ feet deep and 4 feet  across bad in some areas.  We eventually all  made it to 
the top and that’s when my Dana 30 decided it  wanted a break and literally locked up.  I drove it in reverse, 
locked up. Drove it forward, locked up.  Finally got it freed up and took off not knowing if the Epsteins were 
going to start their life over in the desert in a broke down Grand Cherokee.  We traveled past the mud caves 
since it was wet and muddy and eventually made it to the end and found pavement.  After the brief 
discussion, I abandoned my family and put them in Darrin W. and Matt/Cari’s Jeeps as  I was going to try 
and get as  close to home as possible since after calling AAA and being informed that  it would be a minimum 
of4 hours before I could get a tow – so, rather than leave the Jeep there or at camp and come back for it 
later, I figured, what the hell?  The closer I got to home, the less time I was waiting for a tow truck.   

SO as  my family left me for greener pastures and didn’t talk about it, since we didn’t’ want to make it  
awkward, I mean, we all  knew this time was coming.  As I drove home,  I let Jesus take the wheel  through 
every turn thinking this might be the last turn before I end up in a ditch, the front end sang songs to me 
about distrust, anger and non-forgiveness for all the hell  I had put this poor girl through over the years. 
And rightfully so. 

 It all started with my very first jeep trip to Earle Powers in 
2010, completely stock, 31” tires, scared for my life every 
turn since I had never been there before to where we are 
now, completely beat up, not much left of the rockers, front 
end making noise and somehow through it all, the old girl 
got me home one last time.  As I unloaded the Jeep and 
prepared to treat the DeVores and Darren to dinner, I 
started to love my grand Cherokee again as  I have been 
cheating on it with the JK.  This poor Jeep has  been through 
hell and I would say just about every time, has  gotten us 
home when it  shouldn’t have – Then it was  stolen that 
evening/morning from in front of my house - Karma 
maybe?  Funny thing, why that beat up POS?   

Luckily I got it back but that is a story for another time.                Earle Powers, 2010                      
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“THE WAY WE WERE” “THE WAY WE WERE” “THE WAY WE WERE” “THE WAY WE WERE”     

A LOOK BACA LOOK BACA LOOK BACA LOOK BACK THROUGH OUR HISTORY  K THROUGH OUR HISTORY  K THROUGH OUR HISTORY  K THROUGH OUR HISTORY      
APRIL,2020APRIL,2020APRIL,2020APRIL,2020By Diane Boss, Historian 

Roy Davidson sent me photos of our Hemet Jeep Club Jeeper of the Year plaques.  I had to 

magnify the plaques to read the year and name and listed them below each plaque. I’m 
curious why we had two jeepers of the year in 2006 and 2007.  Anyone know?   

 

Hemet Jeep Club Jeeper of the Year  

1974 – Mike Goodrich 1982 – Mike Hardy  1990 – Pat Thomman 1998 – Mike Hardy 

1975 -Cliff Peterson  1983 – Jim Stout  1991 –Chuck & 

Barbara Buffington 

1999 – Bob Duncan 

1976 – Rusty Miller 1984 – Roy Davidson 1992 – Mike Hardy  2000 – Roy Davidson 

1977 – Nanton Bashaw  1985 – Mark Thompson  1993 – Ray Neste 2001 – Tom Portlock 

1978 – Pat Parkhurst 1986 – Mike Ledbetter  1994 – Tom Morlan 2002 – Rich Whitener  

1979 – Elaine Doll 1987 – Brian Fuselier  1995 – Bob Bindels 2003 – Rich Whitener  

1980 – Earl Powers  1988 – Mark Wasserburger 1996 – Bob Duncan 2004 – Dan McGraw  

1981 – Brian Fuselier  1989 – Tom Courtney  1997 – Bob Bindels 2005 – Yolanda Bindels 
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Hemet Jeep Club Jeeper of the Year  

2006 – Shelley Weatherby  2012 – Bob Kuester    

2006 – Bob Bindels 2013 – John Murphy    

2007 – Roy Wallace 2014 – Dan Wilson    

2007 – Tom Dollarhide 2015 – Mark DeVore   

2008 – Bob Duncan  2016 – Mark DeVore   

2009 – Jose Martinez  2017 – Bob Kuester    

2010–Scott Carlson  2018 – Josh Epstein    

2011 – Shawn Kelley  2019 – Mark Roedel   

 

 

 



 12

    

 
Damn who would have thought I'd be writing this while in 
quarantine and Social Distancing???? The company that 
told the American people to buy every damn roll of t-
paper they can get their hands on should be a millionaire 
by now???? Can't believe the way this is effecting the 
American people. But then I have always heard "no job is 
complete until the paper work is done???" I think Mark 
DeVore should get the "good guy" award for getting 
Diane 
Boss's TJ going after the insurance company deemed it 
total after the engine fire(caused by nesting ground 
squirrels???)  Do you have to register the jeep as a 
"Salvage vehicle?"  I am not sure. And Roy Davidson did 
some arm twisting?? or something too!  I know Mark 
looked/called for over 5 days trying to get the right wiring 

harness for the rig...And damn he did it!!!! The good thing about Mark is he really doesn't want your money but 
don't YOU dare forget the KESSLER!!!!!!  Speaking of DeVores' I saw Matt DeVore at NAPA. He was sitting in his 
company vehicle talking to his boss??  I went on into the store and he came in a few minutes later.  And tried to 
ignore me??? I was six feet away and had my mask on??? What more did he want? I asked him a question and I 
guess he didn't want to even talk. For fear of the "Social Distancing"  Hopefully when this is all done we 
can be best buds again??? 
                                                         SPLIT ROCK 
2020 MINUS THE LEDBETTERS Well, Mike Ledbetter has led the Split Rock trip for 20 some years. This year we 
got an email stating he wouldn't be leading the run as he has just checked into the hospital for low blood pressure. 
A bunch of us told him to get well and the run would go on without his guidance......SOMEHOW???? Lisa and I 
pull into Blair Valley campground on Friday (since we got rained out on Thurs.) Was totally surprised to see only 
Tom Wilsons motorhome and Mike Records Cherokee in the whole camp...where in the heck are Kuesters, Dan 
Wilson and Jeff Schenk???? After we tell Tom he is in the most unlevel spot possible he comes down to the flat 
land.  WE take off for a ride. I forget where Mike R. said we were going but I was more than happy to  l low......and 
follow and follow!!!! WE never got to where we were headed but my jeep surely missed the stock fenders and we 
were covered in mud from top to bottom.....sure happy I wasn't driving PlumCrazy we would have not been 
recognizable. We had a good time and saw what appeared to be the remains of Flash Floods in allthe washes we  
encountered. No campfire and no one else has showed for the weekend of fun at Split Rock jeep extravaganza!!! 
OOOPS wait a minute prospective members Robert and Leslie showed up just before dark and pitched a tent. He 
really has a great looking and go everywhere TJ.  It is setup really well and looks very trail worthy!!!  So a total of 
3 campiing when it is usually 15 or so.  Mark Roedel and his lovely bride, Lisa, led the day trippers out to Blair 
Valley.  After airing down and a brief "drivers meeting?" by Josh E. we were off like a herd of turtles. We get to the 
"Squeeze" and Josh(brought the Grand Cherokee because he didn't want to get his four door stuck in the  
squeeze) is spotting the first few through without any problems. Then as Mike Record is bringing his go 
everywhere Cherokee through we now have 4-5 spotters in the front and Roy Davidson helping spot from the 
REAR!!!! WE get to "hangover rock" or rear window basher rock??"  WE had a guest(Thomas and Dad) in a stock 
TJ.  With the 30" tires he had to be pulled over a few of the high spots but was able to keep going. Brian Fusilier 
Jr. showed up in a mostly stock YJ Jeep that was for sale....not sure if a new window is included or not???? His 
Dad I heard was his spotter??? Guess he is the one that should fix the broken rear window???? Brian Jr. is the 
only one I know of that lost a window and we were stil l trekking down the trail....... We come to Heart Attack Hill 
and it looks more ominous than usual....the powers to be decide the left side of the two down hil l trails is the most 
(DOABLE) We all make it down with a l ittle help from our friends. OUR Jeeper of the Year asks has anyone ever 
gone back up the Heart Attack Hill?? someone said only 1-2 they know of. Well Mark Roedel Jeeper of the Year 
and King of the "Wedge" at Panamint turns his 4 door around and goes up the right side and comes down the 
other side of the hil l without slipping a tire or any problem what so ever????  I wanted so much to try it too.....BUT 
my jeep was buried in the crowd. So Mark R. is King of Heart Attack HIll too!!!!!!! It is noon so we stop for lunch as 
per Roy Davidsons clock.  NOON is lunch time no mater what.. Joshs' front end is clunking really bad we continue 
on and he says it feels like someone is beating his floor board??? Josh decides to stop and see if he can get the 
wheel off and remove the axle.....WELL this was quite a show in Harbor Freight tools. Josh takes a 1/2 " breaker 
bar and puts the jack handle on it to get extra leverage( well that worked well until the breaker bar broke.) Then 
he tried a 1/2" ratchet and with the jack handle for leverage proceeded to break that too!! WELL to hell with that 
idea and he puts the tire back on and takes off at 5 mph. Ran out of tools. He is sti ll  going slowly when we get to 
EL Diablo dropoff.  I am not sure where these SUV's came from we encountered on the way there but somehow 
they were out there in their stock high dollar rigs looking for???Then after that Josh takes off at a bit faster clip. I 
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guess make it or break it came into effect at this point. We get to the end of the trail (back to pavement) and most 
decide to air up. Unbeknownst to me Josh and Jason Cooke decided to have Jason go and get his pickup and 
trailer and come back and tow Josh's Grand Cherokee home on it.....???? I wish I had been in on the  
onversation....all we had to do was put Josh's jeep into my trailer and Lisa would have driven Belles 
and Whistles home on Sunday. Josh's family could have piled into the day trip jeeps and gone on home...but I 
guess we had a "FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE???"  i THINK THAT IS FROM THE MOVIE COOL HAND 
LUKE (not sure) Like to thank Josh for leading in Ledbetters absence. Not sure where all the usual campers 
were(and it's free) that decided to skip Split Rock??? Maybe when they heard Mike L. wasn't going to be 
there they decided not to show??? Like to thank Josh and everyone who jumped in to help make the run a 
success. With only 12 jeeps it seemed like we were missing something/someone???? AND LEDBETTER STAY 
OUT OF THE DAMN HOSPITAL PLEASE. 
Mike Record it was great hanging out with you and getting muddy on Friday. Thanks for showing up for the run. 
Tom W. thanks for the water.  Glad we got you down on level ground. 
 
As you all are aware of Matts Sedona trip has been cancelled/postponed.  I hear the Sand Drags have been 
postponed. And Roy Davidson has cancelled Moab until next year(if we live that long with the virus!!!!??????) 
I am stil l waiting to hear from Jon Wood and his trip to Death Valley??? April 1st. So what terrible timing just when 
our jeepin' season is to start we get hit with this Corona Virus crap.  Our General Membership meeting for April is 
cancelled. I hear Josh had his Grand Cherokee stolen from in front of his home. But they found it at Taco Bell or 
some place like that in San Jacinto??? Josh was wanting to leave it at Split Rock and set it afire??? While leading 
Ledbetters run. Guess he was just blowing off steam??? HOPE you can replace all the tools you broke 
on the Grand Cherokee??? And the thieves didn't mess up your jeep stealing it from in front of your home??? 
Be smart and stay healthy with this virus stuff going around. Hope to see all of you on the trail real soon.  In 
closing, Our Hemet Jeep Club "Jeeper of the Year" Mark Roedel wanted to go up Bee Canyon the other day with 
his father-in-law, Frank Stanton.  The story goes they got there and a Ranger tells him the road is closed. Mark 
Roedel tells the Ranger " I AM JEEPER OF THE YEAR" You can't tell me I can't go up Bee Canyon.  Footnote 
the Ranger really didn't care if he was Jeep of the Year!!!!! He opted for the Control road. Hard to believe but a 
true story. 
PlumCrazyMIKE 

 
                           Moab Rim Trail 2018 
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              --All members be sure to notify the Secretary of any roster corrections...and especially email changes. 
 
HELP: We need Contributing Writers for the Jeep Junk.. Do you have flair for writing articles? 
 
Apparel Questions…  Jessica Daniels  Email: Jessnhuby@verizon.net 
Membership Questions… Mike Ledbetter Email: mike.ledbetter@verizon.net 
Equipment Manager: Roy Wallace  Email: wallacewp@verizon.net  
Sunshine Committee:  Chris Darling Email: slimshadyhddd@gmail.com 
Adopt-A-Trail:   Dan Wilson Email: Danw@dsmt.com 
Raffle Questions…  Mark DeVore  Email:  
Historian:  Diane Boss  Email: redmountainlady@gmail.com 
JeepJunk: Josh Epstein  Email:info@jepautoworks.com 
 
**Junk Information … for the November Jeep Junk, please send any information you may have to Josh Epstein at email 
info@jepautoworks.com or call 951-675-0203 
 
--SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!! 
 Please look on page 17 for our sponsors.. Remember them when you need those repairs, parts or special 
fabrication.. 
 
We are currently looking for advertisers for the Jeep Junk and our website - all previous supporters have been removed and 
only current advertisers will be listed. Prices for advertisement include both the website and the Jeep Junk  
 
Prices below are in money or in donations and will run for 12 months - or monthly if you so choose 
$200  Business card size add in the Jeep Junk and Website 
$400 (or $40 a month) 1/4 page ad on both 
$600 (or $60 a month) for a 1/2 page ad on both 
$1000 (or $100 a month) for a full page ad on both 
 
If yoursel f, or know of anyone who might be interested - have them get a hold of me - I can help with artwork if need be. 
 
 
 
Ken Hooten is selling his unreal trailer and freshly rebuilt jeep with a V8 and all the bells and whistles.  Only 
$65,000.00  Call 951 767-3190.  Trailer was featured in FourWheel magazine. 

 
Mike Hardy is selling four(4) 205 75R15 trailer tires -  brand new $200.00 total.                

 
RAFFLE -- RAFFLE – RAFFLE -- RAFFLE 

Please support the Raffle 
Good Luck!   
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COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
January 2020 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES  

 
[Appointed/removed by the President.  Term:  1 year starting at January meeting.] 

 
HOUSE  Richard Broos 
 
TRIP   Matt DeVore 
 
FINANCE  Cari DeVore 
 
JEEP JUNK         Josh Epstein  
  
HISTORY            Diane Boss 
 
MEMBERSHIP   Mike Ledbetter 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

[Appointed by the President and/or the Board of Directors.  Perform duties as defined in their creation.] 
 

LAND USE             Mike Ledbetter 
 
RAFFLE                  Mark DeVore 
 
SUNSHINE             Chris Darling 
 
APPAREL               Jessica Daniels 
 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL  Dan Wilson 
 
 
 
Committees report to Directors as follows:  
 
Director Mike Ledbetter Director Dan Wilson Director Matt DeVore Director Mark DeVore 
Land Use Jeep Junk History Raffle 
Cal-4-Wheel  House Publicity & Program Sunshine 
Membership Social Media Trip Apparel   
      Adopt-a-Trail   Election 
 
 
 
 
HJC/bh/1/1/2020 
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HJC Merchandise Order Form 
 

Mens 
Crew T Shirt (Grey or White): small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @$15.00 

Pocket T Shirt (Grey):  small  med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @$16.00 
Polo Shirt (Grey):   small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @$18.00 
Longsleeve T (Red):   small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @$18.00 
Pull Over Sweatshirt:  small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @$20.00 
Hoodie Pull Over Sweatshirt: Special Order     @$25.00 
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Special Order      @$30.00 
Denim Long Sleeve Shirt:  Special Order  (logo is on front only) @$25.00 
 
Womens 
 

Essential Crew T Shirt (Red): small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @15.00 
V Neck T Shirt (Red):  small med large Xlarge  2Xlarge @15.00 
 
Kids 
 
Boys Crew T Shirts:   Special Order     @$10.00 
Girls Style T Shirt:   Special Order     @$11.00 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
Navy Baseball Caps  @$16.00  Logo Stickers: 
Grey Flex Fit Caps  @$19.00  Large:  1/$3 2/$5 3/$7 
“Skull Cap” Beanie  @$9.00  Medium: 1/$2 2/$4 4/$6 
Fold up Beanie  @$12.00  Small:  1/$1 4/$3 6/$4  

Tote Bag   @$12.00 
Flag    @$12.00 
Small Logo Patch  @$5.00 
Large Logo Patch  @$15.00 
Magnetic Logo Plaques @$40.00/Pair 
Screw-On Logo Plaques @$40.00/Pair 
 
 
 
Member Name:      Contact Info:    
 
*See Jessica Daniels (jessnhuby@yahoo.com or 951-775-4725) if you are interested in different 
colors/styles.  Extended sizes available as a special order.   
 
 
 
 
‘ 
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Hemet Jeep Club Sponsors ~ 2020 ~ Possible Member HJC Discount 

The following sponsors have helped the Hemet Jeep Club through their generous donations. 
Please thank them by using their services whenever possible! 

Thanks to the following for supporting our club with raffle prizes and HJC Discounts. 
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HEMET JEEP CLUB 
General Membership Meeting MinutesGeneral Membership Meeting MinutesGeneral Membership Meeting MinutesGeneral Membership Meeting Minutes    February 12February 12February 12February 12, 2020 , 2020 , 2020 , 2020     

Golden Era Golf Course, San Jacinto, CAGolden Era Golf Course, San Jacinto, CAGolden Era Golf Course, San Jacinto, CAGolden Era Golf Course, San Jacinto, CA    
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     HEMET JEEP CLUB  

Board Board Board Board Of Directors Of Directors Of Directors Of Directors Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes    March 24, 2020March 24, 2020March 24, 2020March 24, 2020    

OnOnOnOn----LineLineLineLine    Go To MeetingGo To MeetingGo To MeetingGo To Meeting    

     
 
Josh Epstein called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm via online Go-To-Meeting Website.  

BOD members present: Josh Epstein, Mike Ledbetter, Cari DeVore, Matt DeVore, Mark DeVore, Carol Ledbetter. 

Absent: Dan Wilson. Guests present: Dub Broos, Donna DeVore, Diane Boss and Roy Davidson. 

Treasurers Report: Cari reported $11,215,65 in checking and $4,059.24 in savings. Matt made a motion to 

approve the treasurer’s report, Mike seconded; motion carried. 

BOD Minutes: Mark made a motion to approve the February BOD meeting minutes, Matt seconded; motion 

carried. 

Directors’ Reports 

Ledbetter: Nothing new to report. Josh reported for Dan Wilson: Sand Drags cancelled and rescheduled 

sometime in June. The Website has been updated. Matt: Jon Wood plans to lead a run in Death Valley April 1-5; 

Jon will send emails with more information. Mark: Raffle on hold this month. 

Old Business  

• Cari will update the payment spreadsheet after checking the post office box; she and Carol continue to 

work on the current roster and will submit a final copy to the board at the April BOD meeting. 
• Josh sent out a draft club brochure and should have a final draft soon. 
• Installation Dinner Recap. 52 people reserved but 45 attended. We collected $1,125.31 for dinners and 

$155 for drinks. Final dinner cost was reduced to $14 per person. Total Income - $1,280, Expenses - 

$1,125, net profit $106. Cari will send invoices to those who reserved but did not show. 

New Business 

• Josh announced the April General Membership and Cal4Wheel meetings have been cancelled due to 

Coronavirus restrictions. 
• Josh is looking into club pin designs; nothing to present to the board currently. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

Next Board of Directors Meeting to be announced. 
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         CAL 4 WHEEL NEWS  

 
       As stated previously, COVID-19 has effected most 

everything, including meeting dates for C4W, Land use 
with the state and the list goes on and on. 

  
 Recently, the State closed all trails on State land in Truck 

Haven till further notice and federal, BLM land is open but camping is limited – 
due to the ‘Personal safe distance/Social  Distancing” rules put in place. 

 
 Hi Desert Round up is moving ahead and planning to have a event on Memorial Day but that is also up in 

the air since the only way it can happen, is if the State removes the ‘Social Distancing ‘ guidelines.  I’ll keep 
you up to date with any progress/news as it comes .  As of the day of publish for this months JJ, I spoke with 
the owners of Slash X and they are excited to have all of us attend but just don’t know if it’ll  happen just yet 
– At this point, we’ll cross our fingers and hope for the best. 

  
 In other land use news, I’m attaching part of Jeff Blewits (Our Natural Resource Consutant)recent report on 

Permits for C4W events that was recently emailed to the BOD:  
 

Cal4 Permit Update April 7, 2020 
I just wanted to give everyone an update on our upcoming events and the possible impacts of the corona-
virus pandemic. On Monday I made phone calls to Debra Flores (BLM/ HDR) and Christina Silverberg 
(Hollister Hills SVRA/ Molina) to get  updates  on the status of both our events. 
Both said pretty much the same thing, that both of the agency’s are following the CDC’s and the Governor’s 
“Shelter in place” guidelines and its hard to predict the future of when they will be lifted. 
  
Christina with Hollister Hills SVRA said that other events around May 15 th in other parks are being 
rescheduled. I talked with her about possible dates  to reschedule Molina and they have July, August (except 
for 21-23) and November 19-22 available. 
 
Christina said she had also heard that the CDC has extended its guidelines against gatherings of over 50 
people from May 15th  to June 15 th. I checked the CDC website, and this was dated March 29th -  
“The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated its guidance  regarding large group 
gatherings and events in light of the ongoing effort to combat the spread of corona-virus in the country. The 
new CDC guidance recommends against holding any events or group gatherings of 50 or more people across 
the U.S., and it notes that this guidance applies for at least the next eight weeks.” 
 
In other land use news, some of you may already know about the on-going attacks on Carnegie SVRA.   Well, 
it continues, even more than ever. 
SB 1147 Introduced by Senator Steve Glazer (D);  and AB 2551 Introduced by Assembly member Rebecca 
Bauer-Kahan (D); co-author Senator Steve Glazer.  
AB 2551....is more of the same wording as used in previous senate and assembly bills (SB  767; SB 1316;  
and AB 1086.)        
SB 1147 is much worse than previous bills.   "Section 1, It is the intent of the legislature to enact 
subsequent legislation that would preserve the Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area for conservation 
purposes."    (Did you catch that.....  conservation purposes.....that means they want the entire SVRA park, no 
OHV, and not just the expansion area we've been fighting to get opened for  OHV use for decades.)   
 
Please contact your state senator and state assembly member and encourage them to oppose these Bills 
when they come up for votes.  Feel free to forward this e-mail to every OHV person you know.  - Josh 
 
 



 21

 

 

THE LAST PAGE… 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  
Thought I would add a little to the JJ every month with a little bit of nothing, something or maybe some humor.   
 
This months was from Hi Desert Round up, 2015 atop the towers where we always stop and take pictures. 
 
 


