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A Word from the President
 By Wayne Schmid

SAVE the DATE
NEXT MEETING:

November 5th
 6:45 PM

Via Zoom
Email will be sent with details

No Report

Vice President
 By Elizabeth Switten

Club Officers 

Web Site: http://www.sth4x4.club

Mailing Address: PO Box 859  Weimar CA,  95736

Our Forests, Our Heritage 

Keep Them Green, Keep Them Clean 

President - Wayne Schmid 

Past President - Eric Heikila 

Vice President - Liz Switten 

Secretary - Suzanne Collard 

Treasurer - Kimber Hoey 

Trail Master - Heather Parker   

State Delegate - Andrea Harris 

Membership - Carl Meyer

Ways & Means - Katrina Salazar 

Communications - Roger Salazar

Editor - Chris Collard

“Our lands -  Use Without Abuse” 

Fall is here, but the rain still eludes us. It is entirely 
bizarre to think we are now in our 2nd month of no 
dispersed camping in National Forests in California. 
Our risk of fire danger is extremely high, and we are all 
hoping for some precipitation. On our Rubicon day run, 
we came across fog heading up the mountains. I think 
it may have been the first time I was ever excited to see 
fog. At least there was some moisture in the air. Normally 
this time year I am excited for the changing of leaves and 
cooler weather. This year I am eagerly anticipating the 
rain the most.

As we head into the season of Thankfulness, I know 
California’s incredible outdoor resources will be in my 
thoughts. I have personally taken them for granted. I had 
never imagined a two-month closure on being able to 
pull off and follow a dirt road and set up camp. I hope 
that in future years we have more rain, and that this shut 
down does not need to happen again. 

We all need to do our part to protect and respect the 
land we recreate and live on. While I know Robert Frost 
was correct when he said, “nothing gold can stay,” I had 
always believed the Golden State was exempt to this rule. 

I truly hope California continues to remain exceptional. 



Trailmaster Report
 By Heather Parker

No report
Trail Calendar

November: TBD

Treasurer Report
 By Kimber Hoey

Membership Report
 By Carl Meyer 

A day of fishing at Rancho Leonero, Baja Sur, Mexico.

No report

Ways-n-Means Report
 By Katrina Salazar

Our W&M Chairperson Katrina Salazar rocks American House 
with her killer kabobs.

STH Secretary Suzanne Collard sports her Crocodile Dundee 
attire to chase salties in the Australian Outback.

No report

At the October club meeting, the Christmas Party for-
mat selected was a socially distanced outdoor event to be 
held on Saturday, December 5th.

The location generously offered at this meeting is a club 
member’s property, adjacent to a no-fee/no reservation 
campsite off Ice House Road.  The club also picked an 
afternoon event timed to allow club members to travel 
to the Christmas Party and return home the same eve-
ning.  At the same time, the location and amenities offer 
optional off-roading and camping opportunities for those 
wishing to stay more than a few hours. 

As is tradition, the Christmas party will be a potluck 
event with a white elephant gift exchange.    So, start 
thinking about what potluck item you will bring for this 
new outdoor format and dust off your silly Christmas 
sweaters.     

Be sure to attend the Virtual November club meeting (to 
be held on Zoom) to learn more about the location and 
ask questions.  Please note that after this meeting,  mem-
bers will receive Christmas Party information via email 
(with maps and directions) as well as be asked to RSVP 
attendance and sign up for potluck items.

Our Trailmaster hangs out with her Family of the Year

Editor’s Report
 By Chris Collard

Our editor Chris Collard hangs out with his new buddy, a small 
caiman, near Iquazu Falls, Argentina (circa 1998).

Big kudos to everyone that took time to contribute to 
The Treasure Chest. I’m looking for archival shots of club 
members on the trail to feature in each month. If you 
can scan a few and send them in, we’ll make you famous.  
The deadline for the December newsletter will be No-
vember 24. 

Secretary’s Report
 By Suzy Collard

October’s meeting was the first in-person one held in 
several months. The group met at Mel’s Diner, Rose-
ville for dinner before moving outside for the meeting. 
Attendees included a number of guests:

STH MEMBERS:
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid    
Bert and Liz Switten 
Heather Parker and Kenneth Melton
Brian and Spring Bohannon   
Katrina Salazar    
Andrea Harris and Doug Baker
Carl Meyer
Chris and Suzy Collard

GUESTS:
Amy Morris
Anthony Allen
Michael Pham
Rob Macomber
Dave and Lori Crittenden
Ruth Camp
Patricia GansbergThe JP EATER with Hurricane Heikila and Chris Col-

lard. Circa 1984



Past President
 By Eric Heikila

How well do you know your rig? Do you know how she purrs? Can you hear and feel when something isn’t right, do you 
have the tools and knowledge to fix a breakdown?

A day of fun can come to an end very quickly, you know when good goes bad and bad turns into misery in the middle of 
nowhere. Nobody is immune to such misfortune, but the remedy can be mitigated with knowledge and understanding of 
one’s rig.

I’ve been wheeling “Old Blue” for over 30 years, I’ve wrenched on just about every nut and bolt on her, know her creaks 
and moans, what oil she likes, and the octane that makes her sing Chitty Chitty Bang Bang ! All in the name of perfor-
mance, making her bigger faster and greater. I do my best to keep up on maintenance and modifications, and with that 
comes a list of spare parts and tools if ever needed. Note, never take out that one thing in your box that you carry and told 
yourself you’ll never need because that day will come eventually.

I share this because I know there are a lot of newcomers to our sport and the club. Like myself, we drive shiny new JK’s and 
JL’s, some heavily modified, some a bit mild.

There’s a lot more to these rigs than my carbureted Toyota. There are miles of wiring under those hoods and a computer to 
boot. Does anyone carry a spare one in their parts box? I doubt it, do you even know where it is on your rig? Do you know 
what happens when all these electronics get wet after fording your way through a high-flowing creek or river? Ya all know 
the answer…“Misery” !!

My advice to all is get intimate with your rig, know what makes her sing have a parts box, tool bag, and manual. Knowl-
edge and a good attitude help too. 

Hurricane out!

State Delegate Report
 By Andrea Harris

Our State Delegate Andrea Harris with the catch of the day.

I attended the North District’s quarterly meeting via Zoom on October 24th. There was a lot of discussion and 
items covered during the meeting. I would like to identify items of high interest for the club.

Russ Chung, Cal4Wheel Treasurer, provided a presentation on revenue intake. Revenues are down. Cancellation 
of events is a large impact. Our main revenues are: 50% EVENTS, 40% DUES, 10% DONATIONS. He highlight-
ed that 50% of an event revenue is the food, 30% raffle, and 20% are registrations. 

Ron Delaney, North District Membership Chair, reported Cal4Wheel membership down approximately 300 for 
the state most likely due to cancellation of events where we receive new memberships. Current total member-
ships of 3,265 with 1,647 North, 692 Central, 664 South, and 261 Life Memberships.

Winter Fun Festival is cancelled, but WOW (Women Out Wheeling) is leading a separate run in Grass Valley on 
Jan 23-24 to support the association and try to bring in some revenue. Contact Shirley Bramham if you wish to 
participate or lead a run: srb1950@sbcglobal.net .

Jeff Blewett, Natural Resources Consultant: Fordyce dam project will shut off rattlesnake road (being shut down 
right after turn for Signal Peak, closed from the summit down to the lake) for years, opening spill gates as 
Fordyce lake is emptied.
2021-22 Sierra Trek probably will not have use of the shortcuts due to work.

Jeff also answered a question about land-use forms. Cal4 welcomes any submissions relating to trail use. Unfor-
tunately, they are not currently soliciting or encouraging submission. Jeff says “we” need to do better. The Adopt-
A-Trail form at cal4wheel.com can be used, as they do not have a separate form. I found that interesting and 
wonder if anyone at the state level is even looking at land use numbers these days. I will get back to the club on 
what I find out on the current importance of submitting this information.

Several people proposed by-laws changes. My notes and the by-law change proposals have been sent to our club 
email for more information. I am happy to answer any questions.



Club Canines
By Suzanne Collard

Member Service Pins Awarded
By Suzanne Collard

This month’s article features the Ford 4-legged family members: 

Rocky was a great trail dog. Happy in both Jeeps and Toyotas. He went everywhere with Mom and Dad, Penny 
and Geoff. He insisted on keeping an eye on his boy Spencer at all times although he could be a little overprotec-
tive at times. On the Rubicon he once defended us from a passing pine branch and was dragged out of the Jeep. 
Those pit bull jaws. We miss him everyday.

Maggie joined the Ford family about six years ago and her little brother, Bernie, a little over a year back. Both are 
rescues, which means they pretty much rescue us from boredom. And UPS drivers.

This year, STH has brought back the tradition of recognizing our members’ years of service with a 
commemorative pin. The following pins were awarded at the October meeting:

Jim Harris - 35 Years
At the club Meadow Lake trip held in Au-
gust, Jim Harris, aka Uncle Willy, received 
his 35 YEAR pin. Jim and his family joined 
STH in March 1981.  

Andrea Harris and Doug Baker - 20 Years
As a kid, Andrea was a club member from March 1981 to August 
1990, prior to enlisting in the military. Doug and Andrea re-joined 
in April 2005.

Carl Meyer – 5 Years
Joined in March 2012

Chris Collard – 35 years
Joined in May 1984 and continues to drive his 
original rig!



Long Canyon - Strawberry Trails
 By Liz Switten

The club run for October was held on the 17th. Members and guests drove 
through Long Canyon and continued on and rode up thru Strawberry Pass. 
It was to be an overnight run, but due to dispersed camping in the state’s 
National Forests being banned, it was done in one day. At time of publica-
tion, camping continues to be banned due to the historic fire season Cali-
fornia has had. We are approaching the two-month marker since this ban 
went into effect, and five months since the last rain in Sacramento.

Long Canyon was first on the itinerary. It is a rated as an easy trail that any 
stock 4wd vehicle should be able to drive. The trail was dry, and dust was 
everywhere. There were many guests on the run and it was a great trail to 
get out on without the stress of difficult obstacles. Though guest Anthony 
Allen had some vehicle troubles and needed to be towed along for part of 
the trail, the mild terrain kept the work easy.
The g
roup stopped for lunch at the trailhead for Strawberry Pass. After lunch, 
some of the group choose to head back home, while others continued. 
Strawberry is rated a moderate trail that most stock 4wd vehicles should be 
able to accomplish. Guest Benjamin Gavel put that rating to the test in his 
Tundra. His driving skills were on display as he navigated his truck through 
tight turns and moderately sized boulders, while only receiving a few 
scrapes on his bumper.

The view on Strawberry overlooking Caples Lake was stunning. The was 
very little smoke or haze in the air, and sprinkles of trees in with their 
changing colors could be seen around. 

Members in Attendance:
Brian and Spring Bohannon
Erik and Kim Elnor
Carl and Reed Meyer
Wayne and Jeanette Schmid
Bert and Liz Switten
Kenny Melton
Heather Parker
Katrina Salazar

Guests in Attendance:
Anthony Allen and son
Carlos Allison
Lori Hogan
Daniel Jebelean
Sean Ynostroza 
Chris
Getty
Peter
Will 





An Appreciation
By Suzanne Collard

In 1918, on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, an armistice went into effect to cease 
fighting between the Allied nations and Germany. At the time it was hoped this was the end of the “war to end 
all wars.” In 1938 November 11th was set aside as “Armistice Day” to honor WWI veterans; but, unfortunately 
just a few years later our country was engaged in WWII and then the Korean War. Subsequently, Public Law 380 
(June 1, 1954) was passed, establishing November 11th as a day to honor American veterans of every war. Today 
we recognize Veterans Day as an opportunity to celebrate all veterans. 

Although I did not serve in the military, generations of my family members have, including my dad who served 
30 years in the USAF (he then went on to work as an Air Force civilian for another 17 years). Two of my broth-
ers-in-law are retired military, one nephew is a former Marine, and another is currently in the Navy, stationed at 
the Pentagon. 

Several members of our STH family have served our country in various military branches. I am humbled by their 
willingness to step up, setting aside a period of their lives to go wherever they are asked to serve, in whatever job 
the government felt was needed at that time. Each one spent time away from loved ones as they formed a family 
with their fellow service members and each has his/her own stories of frustrations and of personal triumphs. 
Theirs is a camaraderie that can only be shared with other vets.

This year and every year, take a moment to salute our friends and say thank you! 

JIM HARRIS
1965-1970

Jim enlisted in the USN to avoid getting drafted into the Army! He served on 
the following ships:

•  USS Falgout (DER-324) was an Edsall-class destroyer escort built 
for the U.S. Navy during World War II. She served in the Atlantic Ocean and 
provided destroyer escort protection against submarine and air attack for 
Navy vessels and convoys.
• USS Southerland (DD-743), a Gearing-class destroyer, served in 
WWII, Korea and Vietnam. 
• USS Enterprise (CVN-65), formerly CVA-65, is a decommissioned 
United States Navy aircraft carrier. She was the first nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier and the eighth United States naval vessel to bear the name.
• USS Bainbridge (CGN-25), was commissioned as a nuclear-powered 
frigate and in service from 1962 to 1996.

Jim ended his service at Naval Station Treasure Island, a former USN facility 
that operated in San Francisco Bay from 1942 to 1997. 

KIMBER HOEY
1976-1979

Biomedical Equipment Repair
5th General Hospital, Stuttgart Germany

Kimber attended basic training in Anniston, AL and MOS (Military 
Occupational Specialty) training for her career field in Aurora, CO.

ANDREA HARRIS
1990-1995 

March AFB
Pentagon
1995-2015, USAF Reserves
Supply, Air Transportation, First Sergeant
Beale AFB
Travis AFB
Andrea’s deployments included Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates

DOUG BAKER
1987 – 1998, active duty

1999 – 2015, USAF Reserves
Retired Master Sergeant
Deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan

Picture Doug with a ponytail as he showed up to basic 
training. I’m sure that went over well with his Tis. 
Compare that to the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) Tech he later went on to become!



ERIC HEIKILA 
1983 – 1987

War Readiness Specialist
Charleston AFB, SC
Osan AB, South Korea
Davis Monthan AFB, AZ

CARROL BRYANT
1972 - 1976

Protective Equipment Specialist
McClellan AFB
Carrol’s travels included Thailand and Water Survival 
Training in Florida

BRIAN BOHANNON
1990 – 1995

Operations Specialist
USS Prebble, a guided-missile destroyer
USS Philippine Sea, an Aegis Cruiser 

Brian cross-rated to a Master-at-Arms at Naval Train-
ing Center Orlando, FL

Lucky Hilmanofski
1989-1993

Camp Pendleton
Okinawa
Equipment operator, cross-trained as a forward ob-
server.



Rubicon 
By Liz Switten

On Sunday October 25th, STH members Kenny Melton, Heather Parker, Bert Switten, Elizabeth Switten 
participated in an impromptu trip to the Rubicon Trail accompanied by guests David Law and Kerry Dorn. 
The weekend prior the Rubicon Trail Foundation had done restoration work to the trail, and the group had 
wanted to see the changes.

The changes to the trail were minor, and did result in an easier ride in sections. The group did not drive the 
trail in its entirety to see all of the work. The work they did come across consisted of rock loads on the trail 

to cover areas of water accumulation. While disappointing for those eager for many challenges, the rock is 
necessary to mitigate trail erosion.

The STH group did enjoy the short Sunday day run. It was a pleasant surprise to see thick fog as we head-
ed up the mountains. Though, rain continues to be elusive for California. Every vehicle caused a small 
dust storm driving through. Thankfully the trail was not crowded, and the group was able to make it Little 
Sluice, enjoy lunch, and back to the trail head in less five hours. 



October has been a crazy busy month for me, as I’ve begun construction on Adventure Architects global HQ…
yes, my new shop building. It has been a multi-year process that is now coming to fruition (though I’ve been 
dreaming about it for decades). 

Big kudos to Eric Heikila, Carrol Bryant, and ex-STHers Will Corbett and Lucky for volunteering their time to 
help make this happen. Cindy Ray and my lovely bride Suzy have been keeping us fed (and libated at the end 
of each day), and Uncle Willy will be here next week to inspect our work and help wrap things up…hopefully 
before the rains set in.

Collard’s Shop
By Chris Collard



The  Ram 1500 TRX
By Chris Collard

One of the really cool elements of my job is getting
to drive some of the newest vehicles on the market. 
This month I was the hired gun to shoot the launch 
of Ram Trucks’ highly anticipated TRX 1500, which 
is quickly becoming known as T-Rex…a.k.a. the 
Raptor Hunter.

It sports a 6.2-liter supercharged HEMI V8 that 
cranks out 702 horsepower and 650 lb.-ft of torque, 
and is fitted with a high-tech electronically con-
trolled Bilstein suspension. After several days with 
cameras in-hand, I changed hats and joined the first 
wave of journalists as a media guy. 

Part of the program was an on-road drive from 
Truckee to Virginia City, but then we were off to the 
Wild West Motorsports Park (home of Ultra4 races) 
to put the rubber to the dirt. All I can say is that this 
is one awesome rig…tried to sneak mine back to 
California but they nabbed me at the border. 






